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Seminar Logistics / Ground RulesSeminar Logistics / Ground Rules

If you encounter problems with WebEx, call If you encounter problems with WebEx, call 
their Help Line at 1their Help Line at 1--866866--229229--32393239

All participants phones will be muted for this All participants phones will be muted for this 
presentation.presentation.

Questions can be asked at anytime by Questions can be asked at anytime by 
clicking the question icon        and typing clicking the question icon        and typing 
the question.the question.

This training is being recorded.This training is being recorded.

?
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Data Submission & Review Methods Data Submission & Review Methods 
Subcommittee (Subcommittee (October 2005 October 2005 –– August 2007)August 2007)

Nancy Bowser, ID Tom Webb, MS 
Jason Denno & Terry Deuel, NY 
Ketan Patel, David Shu & Scott Shymon, NJ
Rosalie Brodersen, Teresa Koon & Carrie Grimm, WV 
Ray Kvalheim, EPA Region 2
Bill Tansey, EPA Region 5 
Kelly Beard-Tittone, EPA Region 7
Michelle Tucker, EPA Region 10
Karen Fligger and Michael Plastino, EPA HQ
Contractor Support:  Alejandro Escobar, TetraTech
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Seminar OverviewSeminar Overview

1)1) Changes in Eligibility from 2004Changes in Eligibility from 2004

2)2) Eligibility RulesEligibility Rules

3)3) Examples of Projects Meeting EligibilityExamples of Projects Meeting Eligibility

4)4) Innovative Needs and Costs DocumentationInnovative Needs and Costs Documentation

5)5) SRF Eligibility and CWNS 2008SRF Eligibility and CWNS 2008
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1) Changes in Eligibility from 1) Changes in Eligibility from 
20042004
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“Official” Needs 

“Official” Needs are defined as Capital costs 
for Needs that: 

Meet CWNS documentation criteria, and 
Fall within CWNS categories, with Section 
212-related Needs limited to publicly owned 
facilities
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Changes in Eligibility from 2004Changes in Eligibility from 2004

• CWSRF eligibility is no longer required for a 
project to be an “Official” need.

- CWSRF eligible subset of “Official” needs
• “Official” Needs are in the main body of the 

Report to Congress
• Other needs are in appendices, including:

- Capital costs for privately owned wastewater 
collection and treatment plants 

- Planning and operations & maintenance costs
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CWNS 2004 Needs CategoriesCWNS 2004 Needs Categories
Section 212
Wastewater 
Treatment & 
Collection

I: Secondary wastewater treatment
II:       Advanced wastewater treatment
III-A:  Infiltration/inflow correction
III-B:  Sewer replacement/rehabilitation 
IV-A:  New collector sewers        

appurtenances
IV-B:  New interceptor sewers and 

appurtenances
X:       Recycled water distribution

Section 212
Wet-weather

V:       Combined sewer overflow    
correction

VI:      Storm water management 
programs
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Sections 
319 & 
320
Non-
point 
Source 
Pollution 
Control

Category VII Category VII –– Nonpoint Source ControlNonpoint Source Control
A:   Agriculture (cropland)
B:   Agriculture (animals)
C:   Silviculture
D:   Urban
E:   Ground water protection 
F: Marinas
G: Resource extraction
H: Brownfields
I: Storage tanks
J: Sanitary landfills
K: Hydromodification
L: Individual / decentralized sewage 

treatment
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Changes in CWNS Needs CategoriesChanges in CWNS Needs Categories

• Category III: Sewer System Rehabilitation.
Combination of III-A Infiltration/inflow correction and 
III-B Sewer replacement / rehabilitation

• Category VI: Stormwater Management Needs 
will be further divided into:

a) Conveyance (public only)
b) Treatment (public only)
c) Green Infrastructure (public and private)
d) General Management (public only)

Note: Final recommendations from CWNS Workgroup. Pending EPA review.



1111

Changes in CWNS Needs CategoriesChanges in CWNS Needs Categories

• New Category XII: Decentralized and on-site 
systems. (public and private)

From the old category VII-L
• New Category XIII: Planning. (public only)

These costs will be reported as These costs will be reported as ““unofficialunofficial”” needs in needs in 
the Appendix to the report.the Appendix to the report.

Note: Final recommendations from CWNS Workgroup. Pending EPA review.
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2) Eligibility Rules2) Eligibility Rules
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Eligibility Criteria for
“Official Needs”

1.1. Description of the water quality Description of the water quality 
or public health problemor public health problem

2.2. Location of the problemLocation of the problem
3.3. Solution to the problemSolution to the problem
4.4. Cost of the solutionCost of the solution
5.5. Basis for the costBasis for the cost
6.6. Total costTotal cost
7.7. Current DocumentationCurrent Documentation

Needs

Costs
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1. Description of the water quality or Description of the water quality or 
public health problempublic health problem

•• Water quality impairment or potential Water quality impairment or potential 
source of impairment.source of impairment.

•• Specific pollutant source information. Specific pollutant source information. 
•• General statements about water quality General statements about water quality 

impairment do not meet this criterion. impairment do not meet this criterion. 
•• Examples: permit violations, more Examples: permit violations, more 

stringent permit requirements, discharge stringent permit requirements, discharge 
to impaired waters.to impaired waters.
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2. Location of the problemLocation of the problem

•• PS projects: latitude/longitude.PS projects: latitude/longitude.
•• NPS project: polygon (of the project NPS project: polygon (of the project 

location and/or the beneficial receiving location and/or the beneficial receiving 
waters) or latitude/longitude for small NPS waters) or latitude/longitude for small NPS 
projects.projects.
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3. Solution to the problem3. Solution to the problem

•• Specific pollution control measures or Specific pollution control measures or 
BMPs to address the problem. BMPs to address the problem. 

•• The number of units needed to address The number of units needed to address 
the problem must be clearly documented. the problem must be clearly documented. 
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4. Cost of the solutionCost of the solution

•• The capital cost to implement each The capital cost to implement each 
pollution control measure or BMP. pollution control measure or BMP. 

•• General estimates for the problem area General estimates for the problem area 
are not permitted; only siteare not permitted; only site--specific data specific data 
information is acceptable to generate the information is acceptable to generate the 
costs. costs. 

•• September 11 Web seminar: September 11 Web seminar: 
Documentation Rules and Document Documentation Rules and Document 
Types Types 
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5. Basis for the cost5. Basis for the cost

•• The source of the costs for each solution.The source of the costs for each solution.
•• Examples: engineerExamples: engineer’’s estimate, facility s estimate, facility 

plan, cost of comparable practices, plan, cost of comparable practices, 
estimates from equipment suppliers.estimates from equipment suppliers.

•• September 11 Web seminar: September 11 Web seminar: 
Documentation Rules and Document Documentation Rules and Document 
TypesTypes
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6. Total cost6. Total cost

•• The total capital costs for all pollution The total capital costs for all pollution 
control measures and BMPs control measures and BMPs 
documented for a facility documented for a facility 

•• All costs will be automatically converted All costs will be automatically converted 
to January 1, 2008 dollarsto January 1, 2008 dollars
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7. Current Documentation7. Current Documentation

•• PS Needs: PS Needs: 
>>$20 Million: January 1, 2002, or more $20 Million: January 1, 2002, or more 
currentcurrent
<$20 Million: January<$20 Million: January 1, 1998, or more 1, 1998, or more 
currentcurrent

•• NPS Needs:NPS Needs:
>>$20 Million: January 1, 1998, or more $20 Million: January 1, 1998, or more 
currentcurrent
<$20 Million: January<$20 Million: January 1, 1994, or more 1, 1994, or more 
currentcurrent
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QuestionsQuestions
Questions can be asked at anytime by Questions can be asked at anytime by 

clicking the question icon        and typing clicking the question icon        and typing 
the question.  the question.  

?
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3) Examples of Projects 3) Examples of Projects 
Meeting EligibilityMeeting Eligibility
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3) Examples of Projects Meeting 3) Examples of Projects Meeting 
EligibilityEligibility

•• Two examples will be presented:Two examples will be presented:
All criteria in one sourceAll criteria in one source
Multiple SourcesMultiple Sources

•• September 11 Web seminar: September 11 Web seminar: 
Documentation Rules and Document Documentation Rules and Document 
Types Types 
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One SourceOne Source
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One SourceOne Source
1. Description of the water quality or 1. Description of the water quality or 

public health problempublic health problem
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One SourceOne Source
2. Location of the problem2. Location of the problem
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One SourceOne Source
3. Solution to the problem3. Solution to the problem
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One SourceOne Source
4. Cost of the solution4. Cost of the solution
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One SourceOne Source
5. Basis for the cost5. Basis for the cost
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One SourceOne Source
6. Total cost6. Total cost
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One SourceOne Source
7. Current Documentation7. Current Documentation
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Multiple SourceMultiple Source
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Multiple SourceMultiple Source
NPDES Permit with Compliance NPDES Permit with Compliance 

RequirementRequirement
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Multiple SourceMultiple Source
Bid Results for Cost JustificationBid Results for Cost Justification
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QuestionsQuestions
Questions can be asked at anytime by Questions can be asked at anytime by 

clicking the question icon        and typing clicking the question icon        and typing 
the question.  the question.  

?
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4) Innovative Needs and 4) Innovative Needs and 
Costs DocumentationCosts Documentation



3737

Innovative Needs and Costs Innovative Needs and Costs 
DocumentationDocumentation

•• EPA encourages the use of creative EPA encourages the use of creative 
approaches to justify needs and costs as approaches to justify needs and costs as 
long as they meet the following seven long as they meet the following seven 
criteria.criteria.

•• EPA will review innovative methodologies EPA will review innovative methodologies 
and forms proposed by states for and forms proposed by states for 
documenting needs and costs.documenting needs and costs.

•• http://www.epa.gov/cwns/http://www.epa.gov/cwns/
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Advantages of participating the preAdvantages of participating the pre--
approval processapproval process

•• Submitted needs that follow the preSubmitted needs that follow the pre--
approved methodology will be approved approved methodology will be approved 
(Federal Accepted).(Federal Accepted).

•• Approved innovative approaches will be Approved innovative approaches will be 
documented and shared with other states.  documented and shared with other states.  
This can improve reporting nationally.This can improve reporting nationally.
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Innovative Needs and Costs Innovative Needs and Costs 
Documentation: ExamplesDocumentation: Examples

•• 1. Mississippi 2004 NPS needs1. Mississippi 2004 NPS needs
•• 2. On2. On--Site strategy example: NJSite strategy example: NJ
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MississippiMississippi’’s Strategy for s Strategy for 
Documenting NPS NeedsDocumenting NPS Needs

•• Innovative approach using various sources Innovative approach using various sources 
of information.of information.

•• State CWNS coordinator with NPS, Water State CWNS coordinator with NPS, Water 
Quality Assessment and TMDL branches.Quality Assessment and TMDL branches.

•• Followed the eligibility criteriaFollowed the eligibility criteria
•• Communicated with CWNS regional Communicated with CWNS regional 

coordinator and EPA throughout the coordinator and EPA throughout the 
process.process.
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MississippiMississippi’’s Strategys Strategy

•• 1. Description of the problem1. Description of the problem
•• 2. Location2. Location
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MississippiMississippi’’s Strategys Strategy

•• 3. Solution3. Solution
•• 4. Cost of the solution4. Cost of the solution
•• 5. Basis for the cost5. Basis for the cost
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MississippiMississippi’’s Strategys Strategy

•• 6. Total Cost6. Total Cost
•• 7. Documentation7. Documentation
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Innovative Documentation: Innovative Documentation: 
OnOn--site systemssite systems

•• StateState’’s Inventory of failing ons Inventory of failing on--site systems:site systems:
Systems needing repair or replacement Systems needing repair or replacement 
(need)(need)
Location of the systems (location)Location of the systems (location)
Size if available (ideal but not necessary)Size if available (ideal but not necessary)

•• Survey of certified installers:Survey of certified installers:
To determine the average cost to repair or To determine the average cost to repair or 
replace a system (cost)replace a system (cost)
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Example: NJExample: NJ
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QuestionsQuestions
Questions can be asked at anytime by Questions can be asked at anytime by 

clicking the question icon        and typing clicking the question icon        and typing 
the question.  the question.  

?
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5) SRF Eligibility and CWNS 5) SRF Eligibility and CWNS 
20082008
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SRF Eligibility: 2004 vs. 2008SRF Eligibility: 2004 vs. 2008
•• 2004: Only CWSRF eligible needs were 2004: Only CWSRF eligible needs were 

presented in the report. Other needs were presented in the report. Other needs were 
presented as appendix.presented as appendix.

•• 2008: All needs that m2008: All needs that meet CWNS 
documentation criteria, and fall within 
CWNS categories, with Section 212-
related Needs limited to publicly owned 
facilities.
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SRF Eligibility: 2008SRF Eligibility: 2008
•• CWSRF eligible needs will still be reported CWSRF eligible needs will still be reported 

in an appendix as a portion of in an appendix as a portion of ““official official 
needsneeds””

•• During CWNS data entry, states identify During CWNS data entry, states identify 
the portion of each need that is CWSRF the portion of each need that is CWSRF 
eligible.  eligible.  

•• After all data is entered, states certify that After all data is entered, states certify that 
CWSRF eligibility has been accurately CWSRF eligibility has been accurately 
identified. identified. 
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SRF Eligibility: Audit ProcessSRF Eligibility: Audit Process
•• Contractor verifies CWSRF eligibility status Contractor verifies CWSRF eligibility status 

designations by reviewing a sample of the designations by reviewing a sample of the 
documents.documents.

•• CWSRF Panel reviews contractorCWSRF Panel reviews contractor’’s report and s report and 
makes  final eligibility decisions. States have makes  final eligibility decisions. States have 
opportunity to respond.opportunity to respond.

•• Preparation of an Audit Report.Preparation of an Audit Report.
After all decisions and appeals are finalizedAfter all decisions and appeals are finalized
Shows percents that States correctly identified as Shows percents that States correctly identified as 
CWSRF eligible for each categoryCWSRF eligible for each category
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QuestionsQuestions
Questions can be asked at anytime by Questions can be asked at anytime by 

clicking the question icon        and typing clicking the question icon        and typing 
the question.  the question.  

?
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Contacts & More InformationContacts & More Information
Michael Plastino, US EPAMichael Plastino, US EPA
202202--564564--0682 or 0682 or plastino.michael@epa.govplastino.michael@epa.gov

Karen Fligger, US EPAKaren Fligger, US EPA
202202--564564--2992 or 2992 or fligger.karen@epa.govfligger.karen@epa.gov

Sign up for CWNS updates by emailing Sign up for CWNS updates by emailing cwns@epa.govcwns@epa.gov..

www.epa.gov/cwnswww.epa.gov/cwns
Includes list of state & regional coordinatorsIncludes list of state & regional coordinators
News about CWNS 2008News about CWNS 2008
Access to CWNS data and Reports to CongressAccess to CWNS data and Reports to Congress

mailto:plastino.michael@epa.gov
mailto:fligger.karen@epa.gov
mailto:cwns@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/cwns
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